Sessional Teaching Program: Module 10: Introduction

Online for Effective Learning
1. Reflection

Let's start with your own experience:
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Exercise 1
Reflect on your own experience as a student.

To what extent were you engaged with the following online facilities?

	Online Facility
	A great deal
	To some extent
	Not at all

	email
	
	
	

	discussion boards
	
	
	

	lecture recordings
	
	
	

	www search engines
	
	
	

	virtual classrooms
	
	
	

	online quizzes
	
	
	

	chat, skype, AIM etc
	
	
	

	blogs
	
	
	

	simulations
	
	
	

	Social networking tools e.g. facebook, twitter
	
	
	

	youtube
	
	
	

	other online facility

	
	
	


What online devices do you currently use (eg mobile phone, smartphone, netbook, game consoles, digital recorders)—personally, recreationally or as an academic in your professional area?

Reflect and make notes on the potential or otherwise of these facilities and devices to support your students’ learning

2. What would you like to learn from this module?

	I would like to learn about...
	YES
	Not Yet
	NO/NA

	1. Gaining information on students’ experiences online, social and academic (see 3.1 below)
	
	
	

	2. Support available within the university for developing an online learning environment (Exercise 7)
	
	
	

	3. Practical tips for teaching online (4)
	
	
	

	4. Developing an implementation plan for teaching online (5)
	
	
	

	5. More detailed information about learning online (3.2)
	
	
	

	6. Suggestions for more in-depth reading about learning online (3.2)
	
	
	


3. Principles

3.1 Principles for Online learning

1. Generally, today’s students spend considerable time connected with each other online, using a range of social networking sites
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Exercise 2
Survey a group of your students to determine the range of social networking facilities they regularly use

2. Students are probably highly experienced in locating information online, but may be less capable of evaluating and critiquing that information.
Exercise 3
Use your own online skills to locate some sites/resources which could be relevant to the students in one of your classes. What guidelines could you give your students to help them engage effectively with one or more of those resources?

3. Students’ online skills can be drawn upon, but will need to be adapted for the academic context.
Exercise 4
a) Determine from the students in one course you teach what online learning components are provided in the various courses they study.
b) Survey your colleagues (perhaps in a staff-room conversation) regarding their use of online teaching and learning. What features do they use? Why have they chosen to use these (or not)? What do they see as the positives and negatives of online learning?

4. For their assignments, students are likely to gather information from the internet. A crucial skill for them to learn is to weigh up the relative merits of the information gathered.
Exercise 5
Brainstorm with your students their likely sources of information for assignments. A rule for a brainstorm is to be encouraging and put up everything without comment. Then use student input to group the items according to the reliability of information from various sources (Google, Wikipedia, ... through to refereed academic journal articles). Use this experience to develop with the group some principles for evaluating online resources.

5. The online copy-and-paste facility can be tempting for students when doing assignments under time pressure, or for various other reasons (Roberts c2008). To help them avoid inadvertent plagiarism, discuss with them the reasons for the requirement of ‘proper attribution’ when using the ‘words, ideas of works of others’ (University of Adelaide 2006)
Exercise 6
Listen to the CLPD Resource: Avoiding plagiarism: Achieving academic writing and devise ways of making use of this presentation to make the process of evidence-based writing clearer for students (3).

http://www.adelaide.edu.au/clpd/online/learningmodules/avoidingPlagiarism/player.html

6. Support is available within the University to assist you devise online learning and assessment tasks.
Exercise 7
Spend some time browsing the CLPD Online Learning site

http://www.adelaide.edu.au/clpd/online/
and the MyUni Support site http://www.adelaide.edu.au/myuni/, 
which includes face-to-face training sessions and seminars.
What ideas or facilities were you unaware of?
What would you like to find out more about?
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3.2 Reading
For a general overview of the topic see the "Online for Effective Learning" (Module 10) Reading on the CLPD Sessional Teaching website.
Go to the STP Modules web page
<http://www.adelaide.edu.au/clpd/sessional/stp/>

See also: Crisp, G (2007) The e-assessment handbook, Continuum, New York.
4. Tips

Here are some suggestions for providing effective online learning:

· Take account of your students’ capacity to multiprocess in an online environment

· Making your lectures available online will be helpful for your students, but you can do much more than that

· When working with students online, devise ways in which they can get to know you and each other as people and build the trust necessary for the free exchange of ideas

· Determine your students’ levels of competence in a range of online activities—e.g. search strategies, content evaluation, wikis, blogs, web design

· Provide guidance for your students on how to evaluate, select and use online sources

· Build on your students’ experience of social networking to encourage teamwork and collaboration; however, respect, and help delineate, the boundaries that protect personal privacy

· Present to, or negotiate with, your students, guidelines for appropriate online behaviour, particularly with respect to each other

· Formulate learning goals which include the relevant use of technology and make those goals explicit to your students

· Consider the range of learning experiences and activities that can be provided online, e.g. the use of visual and aural as well as textual modes of expression; collaborative, multi-author and peer-reviewing processes

· Devise assessment tasks which test, and allow students to demonstrate, competencies in the use of relevant online technologies 

· Familiarise yourself with online resources that could be useful for your students, particularly those with built-in interactive components

· Access the MyUni resources available: online tutorials, face-to-face group workshops, and individual consultations

5. Application to your own practice
Developing an implementation plan
Identify a course you teach that could successfully incorporate an online component. Plan what you will need to do and what resources you will need to draw on to bring this about.

6. Your comments

Your comments on the ideas, materials or exercises in this module are valued.

Click on the following link:

Go to the STP Online Feedback Form
<http://www.adelaide.edu.au/clpd/sessional/stp/feedback.html>
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